Burnbanks Project – guidelines and interview topics

Put the interviewee at ease by talking informally for a while before recording.  Perhaps look through the list of proposed topics together so that areas of most interest to talk about can be identified or others added.

During the interview allow the interviewee to talk without interruption.  Try to avoid saying “yes” or “mmm” too often but nod or use body language.  Be tactful if you need to steer them back to the subject, although they may be talking about something else interesting – use your judgement.  You can be relaxed about the order of dealing with areas to be covered as one thing may naturally lead to a different topic – you may want to come back later to the unfinished topic.  Short silences are OK – the interviewee may be collecting their thoughts.  Try to avoid questions needing only a “yes/no” answer, hopefully eliciting a more detailed reply: try starting questions with “what/why/when/how” etc.  Make sure that it’s clear what date is being talked about – ask if necessary.

Obviously not all the topics will be relevant to all people.  Some people lived at Burnbanks in the 1930s when the village was in its heyday, while those who were there later would not have seen the Mission Hall, shop etc because only some houses remained.  However they might be able to describe what they’d heard from parents or friends who had been there.  Others never lived in the village but visited and their perspective is valuable.

Make sure the copyright form is read, signed and dated.

It’s worth asking if the interviewee has photos or articles about Burnbanks which could be borrowed and copied.

Areas to cover:

Introductory topics

Name

Date and place of birth

If not born at Burnbanks, reasons and date for moving there

Places lived before Burnbanks

First impressions or earliest memories of Burnbanks

General feeling – was it a good place to live?

Environment

Describe the land around Burnbanks eg fields, woodland, farms
Describe the area around the dam (was it open ground originally?  Were there trees?  How big?  Who planted them?)
What the roads were like (were they paved or rutted?  Any street lighting?).  Where did they lead?

Traffic – did people own cars?  Were there bicycles?  Did people walk more?  Was it quiet?

Wildlife and how it has changed

Domestic topics
House lived in – where was it?  Number of house (if known)

Did the interviewee move house within Burnbanks?  If yes, reasons for move

Number of people in the house

Description of the house
number and arrangement of rooms





bathing facilities (tub or bath and sink?  Where?)




clothes washing and drying





cooking (range or cooker –what type?  Which room?)




heating (type of fuel.  Where was it kept?  Was the house warm?)




lighting and electricity (number of sockets and lights)
Describe the furniture and carpets

Family life


describe your family (names, ages, jobs)
chores and housework





washing and baking day





eating (together?  Which room?  What sort of food?)




entertainment at home eg radio, gramophone, TV, games




garden (whose responsibility?  What was grown?)
Where did children play?

Improvements to the house – what were they and who paid?

How much was the rent?

Work

Jobs done by interviewee and family members

Describe the jobs, including workplace, conditions, hours, workmates, pay, clothing, etc
Were there trades unions?  Did workers ever go on strike?

Education


Where was the school and who went (the interviewee?  Their children?  Up to what age?)

Describe the school

transport to school






number of children and how many went from Burnbanks?

what were the buildings like, inside and out, including toilets?






layout of classroom (desks in rows?  What was on the walls?)
uniform and discipline






subjects taught 






teachers











lunch (did you bring your own?)





playground games






relationship with children from Bampton






friendships






school trips






school teams or clubs

What did you do after school and in the holidays?

Did older children go to secondary school?

Local services


What was in Burnbanks?
shop (where was it?  What was sold?  Who ran it?)
mobile shops (what was sold?  Who ran them?  Where did they come from?  How often?)





post office (where and who ran it?)
surgery/clinic (name the doctors and nurses.  Where did they come from?  What illnesses were there?  Who paid and how much?)





dentist (ditto)





other facilities (canteen, recreation hall, mission hall etc)





workshops

Services in Bampton/Shap
garage






police






fire service






specialised shops






library


Visits to Penrith for other services


Describe the local bus service

People


Which parts of the country had people moved from?


Did people come for jobs – if so what?


“Culture shock” – how did the move to a rural area affect people from towns? 

Did people move away and others come a lot?


Why was this, eg work or lack of work?


Number of people living in Burnbanks


Were there empty houses?


Neighbours – was there a community spirit?


Relations with pre-Burnbanks people (were people friendly?  Was there animosity/suspicion?)


Did Bampton people visit Burnbanks, eg for work, dances, personal visits?

Social activities


Describe the social life
dances






sport (clubs/teams)






WI






cinema






plays/pantomime






suppers and singalongs






Workers’ Education Association


Where did these events take place, eg at the Mission, Bampton village hall?

Outdoor activities

hunting






hill walking
Religion


Did you go to church or chapel?


Where was this?


Where did the minister come from?


Did you go to Sunday school?


Describe what happened and who ran it


Talk about social activities at the Mission or chapel


Were there special festivals or celebrations?

Wartime


How did life change in Burnbanks during World War II?


What happened to work on the dam?


Did people move away?


Who stayed?


What happened when the dam was completed?

Leaving Burnbanks


When did you leave?


What were the reasons?

Describe how you felt about leaving


Where did you go?


What do you think about Burnbanks now?

