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Dear Patricia

I am so pleased that you are interested in my small account of Burnbanks.  Hope you do not mind my handwriting and maybe odd spelling but the computer drives me wild at times.

If I could only talk to you face to face I could tell you so much about that lovely village as it was then.

However, I will in the enclosed questionnaire as fully as I can.  I was ignorant about the laws of libel etc., but as you enclosed the copyright note and deposit instructions and I sign it, I suppose that covers it all.

I am a very informal person and in my old age am inclined to ‘tell it as it was’ but am very concerned about all the ways people can sue for lots of money these days.

I filled in page one of interview but need more space for Exploratory Questions.

Burnbanks Project ~ Interview Questionnaire

Factual Questions ~ Introduction

Q1.

I’d like to start by asking you where you were born?

MM-S

Aberfoyle, Perthshire, Scotland.

Q2.

When was that?  What’s your date of birth?

MM-S

10th April 1927.

Q3.

What was it that brought you/your family to Burnbanks?



Where were you/your family before you came to Burnbanks?

MM-S
My father worked for Public Works on contracts as a Shift Boss.  Mum and I followed him over Scotland and England, living in DIGS.  He was in charge of first Transmission Tower lines bringing electricity from Fort William to Preston, Lancashire.

Q4.
How old were you when you came to Burnbanks?

MM-S
We came in January 1933, I was 5.5 years old.

Q5.
What was your father’s job?

MM-S
At first my Dad dug foundations with navvies, but when Works opened in 1934.  He worked in Power Station.

Q.
What was your mother’s job?

MM-S
Housewife and pregnant!


What was your job?

MM-S
Pre-school.  I had had measles – plus TB, neck gland.  Diptheria, some eye problems.


I did not go to school till Easter 1934 when I was seven.

Q6.
Can you tell me a bit more about that/those job(s)?

MM-S
Dad worked in shifts in Power Station.

Q.
What kind of thing did he/she/you do?

MM-S
I could not walk far.  Mum was ill having baby sister, September 1933.

Q7.
Where did you live at Burnbanks?

MM-S
No.5.

Q.
Were you always living in the same house?
MM-S
No.  We moved to No.2 The Oaks in 1935.

Q.
If moved, why did you want to move?

MM-S
Dad applied for move, because there was an enclosed large garden and chicken run, veg garden and Mum knew she was having twins.

Q8.
How many were there in your family at Burnbanks?

MM-S
6 of us.

Q.
What were their names?  Ages?  Jobs?

MM-S
When the twins were born at home, The Oaks 1936

My Father was Walter Gillespie MacColl


My Mum was Muriel Emily MacColl


My name Mairghead M. MacColl (pronounced Myred)


My Sister Fay = Euphemia F. MacColl


My Brothers (the twins) Douglas John MacColl, David George MacColl, born May 1936


Mr and Mrs Dixon lived at The Oaks, No.1 next door


Their daughter aged 2, Sheila.

Burnbanks Project ~ Interview Questionnaire

Exploratory Questions

Q1.
What’s the first thing you remember about Burnbanks?

MM-S
In those days of 1933 no-one had wireless or telephones or home entertainment except maybe a wind-up Decca gramophone.  On Sunday’s some men and women walked to Bampton Grange Church for morning or evening service, but mothers with several children sent them to Sunday School in the village Mission Hall.  First on left as you entered.  It was sold 1940 and moved?  But everyone went walking after Sunday lunch with or without children.  In February 1933, it was cold with snow but my father took my mother and me to walk up past village right up on to the old packhorse road and we walked to see the foundations of the new reservoir – Dennis Sullivan, the Thompson boys all sliding on the frozen pool below the Tennis Courts and it looked like a beautiful Christmas Card.

Q.2
Can you describe your house for me?

MM-S
See plan.

Q.
How many rooms did it have?

MM-S
See plan.

Q.
Kitchen – what was it like?

MM-S
Quite small.

Q.
Washing – laundry?  Bathing?

MM-S
Good.

Q.
Heating – type of heating?  Was house warm?


Cooking – where was the cooker?  What type was it?

MM-S
Black leaded American stove, hot water cistern, large oven plus top rounds.

Q.
Eating – where?  Did you eat together?

MM-S
Of course, families ate in their own living room or kitchen.

MM-S
The Oaks was semi-detached and was called a family home with three bedrooms.  Looks small now but then it was quite large for a family.
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Q3.
Did you go to school?
MM-S
Yes.

Q.
Where?

MM-S
Bampton.

Q.
How did you get there?


Walk or bicycle.

Q.
What subjects were you taught?

MM-S
Reading, writing, arithmetic, singing, sewing, geography.

Q.
What games did you play in the playground?  Explain?

MM-S
All kids games.  Find book published in 1959 Oxford at Clarendon Press “The Lore and Language of School Children” by Iona and Peter Opie.  This is how we were then.

Q.
Were your friends mostly from Burnbanks?

Q.
How involved were you with children from Bampton?

MM-S
Not a lot.

Q.
After school and during holidays, where did you go?  What did you do?

Q.
Were there particular friends you met up with?

MM-S
I walked two miles to school at Bampton.  School master Mr Douglas John Thornton, Bampton.  They have Registers still from 1934.  The extension to Bampton School of two classrooms, plus toilets and playground was built and paid for by M.C.W.W.  Very rough games in playground which I did not join in until nine or ten years.  There were tops, skipping ropes, marbles and gang warfare.  Tough.  Girls used to giggle in corners or build houses from sand and pebbles.  Not many people went away for holidays because where was no holiday pay.   Once or twice my Mother took us to Scotland to stay with my Grandma, sometimes she came to stay with us but she was very strict and banned me from playing with our village children which made me unpopular.  My special friends were Inspector Astbury, Margaret and George and Marjorie Ord, daughter or Mr Ord, who was in charge of the Power Station.

Q4.
Did you go to church?

Which one?


Did you attend Sunday School?


What did you do there?


Do you remember special celebrations or festivals?  Eg. Easter, Whitsun, Christmas.

MM-S
Yes we went to church.


As I said some walked to Bampton Grange 2 miles.  Some walked to the tiny church at Mardale 3 miles.  My sister was christened in Mardale Church one of the last before they took it apart and it went to Thirlmere I believe.  Yes, we went to Sunday School in the Mission Hall.  We learned prayers and sang hymes and talks.  There was full exciting activities at Easter and Christmas.  We had a gigantic Christmas Tree in the Recreation Hall with a gift for every child in our village, organised by the Women’s Guild.  Mr Jamieson paid a lot towards this.

Q5.
What sort of social activities were there?  (Eg. Cinema, dances, sports)

Where did you go?  How often?  What was it like?


How did you get there?


Were the people involved from Burnbanks or farther afield?


What sports did you play?  Where?


What kind of kit/equipment did you have?

MM-S
There was 6 dances ‘hops’ in the Recreation Hall on Friday nights.  Piano played by Mrs Pugh from No.6 Burnbanks.  The floor was hung on chains and highly polished and a stage at one end with changing rooms and toilets, curtains and footlights at the other end Billiard Tables and all kitchen tea making amenities Tuesday and Saturdays.  A mobile cinema van brought us movies, black and white of course and very noisey with squeaks and crackles and the hissing of the big wheels going round.  We saw Boris Karloff is horrors and Felix the Cat cartoons.  Some people came from surrounding farms especially children.  The Recreation Hall was up the front road opposite the Tennis Courts.  Then there was the Wet Canteen further up where the men could drink beer, play darts and cards etc.  I never was allowed near there.  Children’s swings and seesaws in field.  Large football field on the other side of the road, which was later filled with the timber felled further up the valley.  We did not go far away from village expect on organised bus trips to Morecambe, Blackpool and Grange-over-Sands.  No-one had cards then you see expect The Village Inspector, Time-keeper and Mrs Texter’s son at No.1 who ran a taxi service.  But there was a bus to Penrith 8.00am, 2.00pm, 6.00pm and 10.00pm.  I was given a bicycle when I was ten so from then on I rode to school and discovered all the countryside around about.  I went to Penrith to the proper cinema and shopping and even explored Shap Abbey and the top of Knipe Scar with its ancient stone circle and found fossils of seashells up there.

Q6.
When did you leave Burnbanks?


Why did you leave?


Where did you go?


What do you think of Burnbanks now?
MM-S
The building of the dam was complete by 1940.


With the war coming in 1939 many left, the young ones went into the forces.  We did not leave until 1940 as then the Power Station was closing down and electricity was connected from lines that came over the hills from Shap.


Dad applied to work at Barton Power Station by Manchester Ship Canal at Barton near Eccles.


My mother and us four stayed behind as the village became empty, every single family in our village walked down to Bampton Grange and prayed that weekend.


All the farmhouses in Mardale and the Church and Dun Bull Hotel were carried away.  All the graves were dug up and buried in concecrated ground over the hills.  Our Recreational Hall was sold and went towards war effort like many of the houses.


My family went to live in Eccles, Manchester just before Christmas Blitz in December 1940.  It was a terrible time.  So many families were split up then and many boys I knew were lost.


Penicillin was not in use then and many died that I knew from infections, pneumonia, TB.


I have been back in 1985 – 1996 and I went alone in 2000.  Only a few houses left and they are grey and dull with moss when once they gleamed a pinky white in the sunshine.  The Inspectors name was Harry Astbury.

Q7.


MM-S
Did you know that the Golden Eagles were nesting again high in the rocks on Western side of lake between 1980 and 1991.  I rode my bicycle south on eastside of lake and saw new hotel as it was built.


The first baby into the village was called Irene Burnbanks Thompson.  We had a Girls Club in Mission Hall and learned embroidery.


The Workers Education Association sent a Teacher from Penrith Grammer School on Tuesday evenings to run a Drama Class.  There was seven large houses which had twelve extra cublicles for single workers with showers and small private sitting room.


The Landladies I know were
Mrs Bardsley
Mrs Jewell
Mrs Eastham
Mrs Wilson






Mrs Thompson
Mrs Sullivan
Mrs Riddout
Mrs Toon


Mrs Thompson lost two sons in the Navy.


Mrs Eastham lost one son in Air Force.


Mrs Sullivan had one son in Air Force, don’t know if he survived.

I do hope you can make something of all this, it is a bit disjointed.  Sorry about that.

One of my twin brothers, Douglas J. MacColl is coming over to Britain from Italy in May/June (2005).  I have given him some photos to copy and bring so he may come to Bampton.

He tells me off for not practising my computer skills, but it gives me a headache and I forget what I wanted to say.

I will be happy to answer any more questions you may want answering. Until then I remain,

Yours most sincerely

Mairghead M. Sharp
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